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GBGB SUDDEN DEATH RESEARCH PROJECT
When the GBGB took over from the NGRC and BGRB in January 2009, it also carried on the surveying of unexplained, sudden deaths of greyhounds at licensed stadia. Although the incidence of these events is extremely low, it is important to try to diagnose them.
The project is still ongoing, and track veterinarians should familiarize themselves with the protocol for submitting a greyhound into the sudden death survey. In its simplest form, the track vet contacts the project coordinator, Richard Payne MRCVS, on 0870 626 5103 as soon as possible (even up to midnight) and also completes a reporting form which is faxed to Peter Laurie at the GBGB on 020 7421 3777. Track Racing Offices have a supply of these forms, that includes the full protocol, or they can be sent out directly to veterinary practices. 

As well as recording and investigating the causes of sudden deaths, the survey also acts as a route for monitoring disease within the racing greyhound population. In the event of a sudden death at a residential kennels, the attending veterinarian or licensed trainer may also submit a greyhound for post mortem examination by calling Richard Payne on the above number.

Veterinarians or trainers wishing to know the results of the post mortem on a particular greyhound should telephone the same number after about four to six weeks. The exception is in case of contagious disease when the results will be available within a few days, and the trainer will be contacted directly and as soon as possible.
